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1.Course on Culture, Environment & Technology of India

A new course on ‘Culture, Environment and Technology of India’ has been started in Keio University from the Spring
Semester 2020, wherein eminent guest faculties are invited to share their practical knowledge and experience. More than
100 students registered for the second batch of this course, and the beginning of this course was marked in presence of
HE Ambassador S. K. Verma, Mr. Mayank jJshi, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India in Japan. Students were
asked express their views on the future of India Japan collaboration, which was analyzed and publsihed as a special
report: https://indiajapanlab.org/wplJ/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/India-Japan-Bilateral-Relations-Student-voices-and-
aspirations.pdf

2.Gramotthan

India is witnessing a rapid growth in recent years and the resulting transformations present peculiar challenges,
particularly to the rural regions of the country. With an aim of making all the citizens, rural and urban alike, self-reliant in
all senses, the Government of India has initiated the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan’ or the Self- reliant India Campaign.
The uncertainties and challenges faced by governments, private sectors, NGOs and communities alike, at the lowest level
of administration, call for unique solutions in order to accomplish the mission of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. Under this
umbrella concept, this innovation challenge calls for mission-driven individuals to address these issues for making India a
self-reliant society. The innovation challenge mainly focuses on five broad themes related to rural social innovation,
which should not be considered as limiting conditions. These themes can exist for stand alone solutions or can be merged
to have an interdisciplinary approach. The ideas were screened based on uniqueness and feasibility. The Top 5 screened
ideas proceed for the final presentation, and three were selected for the top prize. A detailed report is available at:
https://indiajapanlab.org/wplJ/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Gramotthan-2022.pdf

3 InJan PULIYA

India Japan collaborative platform (InJan Puliya: meaning small bridge) was created to foster collaboration. On 16th
January 2022, Keio University India Japan Laboratory (IJL) conducted the first training program of INJAN-
AMBASSADOR, focusing on the theme of Japanese Manga/Anime. Organized in a hybrid mode, the event witnessed
diverse participants from India and Japan, joining through online and offline mode. Remarkably, the event marks the 70th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between Japan and India. As part of the training, Mr. Yuji Nunokawa (founder of the
Anime studio: Pierrot. Co.,Ltd.) shared their vast experiences on the Japanese manga industry, including the worldwide
best-seller anime, NARUTO and BLEACH, etc. An overview of history of the Japanese Anime and the current Japanese
Anime Business was also provided, before highlighting the characteristics of the ever-growing online video distribution
market. The training session concluded with an interactive Q&A session.
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Report:
Onagawa: Voices on the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in Onagawa and message of friendship to
India, available at: https://indiajapanlab. org/wplJ/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/0nagawa. pdf
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